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2006 Highlights 
 
MW USA provided resources for group leaders 
through the annual PREP week-end – in 2006 women from 
14 conferences met in Sarasota.  Dorothy Ramos, Carmen 
Cortes, Teri Ziegler, Linda Gingerich gave input as “Four 
Spiritual Generations.” 
 
Other communications for groups include newsletters, 
compilation of 300 groups’ annual survey, retreat resources, 
and an Anabaptist Bible study guide –  
My Times are in Your Hands:  Women and the stewardship 
of time  

 
Sister-Link connections  
MW USA’s Sister-Link with the African Women Theologians committee 
brought pen-pals Mary Schertz and Rebecca Osiro from Kenya together in 
Elkhart, Indiana. The Sister-Link connects African and North American 
theologians, provides scholarships, and MW USA walks with AWT in 
organizational structuring of AWT. 
 
New Sister-Links in 2006: 
*Gambia and Cedar Street congregation, Franklin Conference 
*Patricia Rosero and Yesenia Avila (Colombia), and First   
Mennonite, Aberdeen, Idaho 
*Prayer shawls shared at Gulf States women’s retreat (178) 

 
Timbrel magazine shared faith journeys of women on themes of Generosity, 
Healing and Restoration, Connecting, Time, Family Life, Spiritual Nurture and 
Women in Leadership.  Plans for a redesign of the magazine began in 2006 with the 
first issue planned for summer 2007. 
  

 
 
International Women’s Fund scholarships  for church leadership training 
were given to Sandra Campos (Costa Rica); Monica Parada (Chile) 
pictured left ; Elizabeth Vado (Nicaragua); Patricia Rosero, Viviana 
Machuca, Ana Ruth Ramirez (Colombia); Grace Samweli (Tanzania);  
Rosario Rosales, Albania Molina (Honduras);  
four women selected by the African Women  
Theologians (as a group).   
 

 
 
Women in Conversation bi-annual denominational retr eats  
were a highlight of 2006.  Keynote speakers June Alliman Yoder 
and Mandy Yoder Schrock spoke to 250 attendees on 
Treasuring Time.    MW USA and Laurelville Mennonite Retreat 
Center co-sponsor the retreats held at Laurelville and Wichita.  
 

 



 
 

Mennonite Women USA financial report 
February 1, 2006-January 31, 2007 (fiscal year) 

 
Income 
Contributions              $128,463 
 Groups, churches, and conferences    $75,842 
 Individuals (Lydia Circle: $28,950; all other $23,671)  $52,621 
Grant income                  5,907 
Miscellaneous and interest income               2,635 
Publication income total:                   57,056 
 Timbrel subscriptions       $42,740 
     -Total paid and gift subscriptions, 1/31/07 - 4,911  
 Bible study guide/Women Together     $  5,297        
 Canadian Women in Mission publication partnership    $  9,019 
Total             $194,061 
 
Above budget giving for African Women Theologians   $   6,265 
Temporarily restricted gifts/grants     $ 14,968 
Endowment fund gift     $   1,000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expenses 
Resources for women                  $88,627 
 -Support for group leaders and regional retreats, annual conference leaders’ week-end, group survey  
 -Denominational Assemblies, Women in Conversation retreats, Constituency Leadership Council   
 -Board of directors guidance with cultural, racial, and geographic diversity  
 -International Women’s Fund administration, Sister-Link connections 
 -Postcard & Prayer e-letters, Web Site resources – www.MennoniteWomenUSA.org 
Publication resources (Timbrel, Bible study guide)             $84,000 
International Women’s Fund scholarships                              $  6,000 
Mennonite Church USA firstfruits funding                                             $  2,500 
*Operating cash reserves                                    $12,934   
Total                                    $194,061 

 
 
*Operating cash reserve note: 
Mennonite Women USA began as a national 
organization on February 1, 2003 with reserve 
operating funds of $42,748.  In 03-04 fiscal year 
MW USA used $11,077 of these funds to begin 
the 04-05 fiscal year with $31,700.  In 
succeeding years MW USA replenished cash 
reserves: in 04-05 adding $10,042; in 2005-06 
adding $14,316; in 06-07 adding $12,934 for a 
current total of $68,821 (4.23 months operating 
expenses).  
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The Lydia Circle began in 2003 as a response to increased funding needs for 
Mennonite Women USA.  The Lydia Circle is comprised of individuals who 
contribute $500 or more per year to the ministry of Mennonite Women 
USA.   Since its beginning, 82 persons have given at the Lydia level.  In 
2005-06, new and continuing Lydia Circle gifts were donated by 56 
persons/households.   
 

 
 
Projected budget needs for 2007-08:  $195,023 ($16,252 needed per month) 
 

 

 
The mission of Mennonite Women USA is to minister to the women of Mennonite Church 
USA by resourcing groups and individuals as we nurture our life in Christ, study the Bible, 
utilize our gifts, hear each other and engage in mission and service. 
 

Our vision is to promote woman-to-woman links both locally and globally through mission 
and fellowship within our diverse church, embracing women of different backgrounds, and 
encouraging mutual support, discussion, partnership and worship. 
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